Leader Overview
Volume Overview
Who is the Holy Spirit?
In His most famous sermon (Matthew 5–7), Jesus taught us to love our enemies, give to the needy, and put God’s kingdom first in our life. These high expectations don’t take us long to recognize a problem. We simply can’t do this on our own. So, why did Jesus command us to live a life He knows full well we cannot live on our own? The key is that Jesus never asked us to live the Christian life on our own. In fact, Jesus explained there is a gift that is indispensable for every Christian: the Holy Spirit. Jesus as God in the flesh is a wonderful gift, and God living inside us is amazing too! God living within us can empower us, help us grow, and equip us in a unique way that God among us could not.
Session Overview
The Holy Spirit Equips
In this Learn session, preschoolers will discover that the Holy Spirit speaks to us and guides us. In the Bible story, Philip is directed by the Holy Spirit to meet an Ethiopian official who was ready to receive the gospel of Jesus Christ. Philip was equipped by the Holy Spirit to share the good news with boldness.
Bible Lesson
Philip Meets the Ethiopian
Acts 8:26–40
Faith Fact
The Holy Spirit teaches me.
Faith Verse
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	You Will Need
Preservice Activities
	•	Toys
	•	Blindfold
	•	Fruit (a variety cut into pieces: apples, oranges, grapes, etc.)
Large Group
	•	Bible
	•	Worship songs (Song suggestions: “James 1:22” by JumpStart3; “Fruit of the Spirit” by KidSpring Children’s Ministry; “Praise the Lord Every Day” by Yancy and Little Praise Party)
	•	For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing)
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Faith Verse Slide
	•	Bible Lesson Video A
	•	Bible Lesson Video B
	•	Sound Effects Audio, 8 sounds
Small Group
	•	Sound Effects Audio, 8 sounds
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
	•	Bible
	•	Feet-to-Floor Game Page
	•	Bean bag
	•	Scissors
	•	Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Preservice Activities
	•	Set out toys and snacks.
Large Group
	•	Download videos and slides if needed.
	•	Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
Small Group
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.
	•	Print the Feet-to-Floor Game Page, one copy per group. Cut apart the words.
	•	Print copies of the Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid.
First time leading Learn for Preschool? Check out the Facilitator Guide.




Preservice Activities
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.
Bible Story Warm-Up
In our Bible story, we’re going to talk about a man named Philip who listened to the Holy Spirit. Philip obeyed what God wanted him to do step by step. We’re going to practice listening and following instructions step by step, too. One at a time, you’ll put on a blindfold. Then, I’ll give you instructions to follow.
•	Put the blindfold on the first kid.
•	Stay close to the kid at all times as you give simple instructions that move the kid around the room.
•	Stop and have the kid take off the blindfold to see where they ended up.
•	Repeat until all the kids have had a chance to participate.
•	Ask questions that introduce the Bible story.
How did you know where to go?
How did you feel when you couldn’t see where you were going?
Was it helpful when you heard me talking to you? Why?
I can’t wait to find out more about Philip in our Bible story later. We’re going to hear how the Holy Spirit spoke to him and took him on a really cool trip. Like you, Philip didn’t know where the Holy Spirit was leading him. He had to trust and obey.
Snack
Fresh Fruit
As kids are eating the snack, share the following:
I just love fruit. What’s your favorite fruit to eat? (Allow responses.) God made so many different kinds of fruit, and it’s so much fun to try them all. Talking about fruit reminds me of our Faith Verse. Can you say it with me as we eat our snack? (Group response)
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
The Holy Spirit grows His fruit in us. I want Him to do that. How about you? (Group response)
Free Play
Any extra time can be spent playing with toys.
Transition
A few minutes before service begins have kids make their way to the large group area and sit in their designated areas.
Large Group
25 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
I’m so glad you’re here today. You look so great! Your smiles are all so big, and I can just tell that you’re ready to learn. Today, we’ll learn that the Holy Spirit teaches us. We have a lot to find out about the Bible, so it’s a good thing we have the Holy Spirit to teach us.

Faith Fact
And that reminds me of our Faith Fact for today. The Holy Spirit teaches me.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Can you point up? The Holy Spirit teaches me. Can you point at yourself? The Holy Spirit teaches me. Can you spin around? The Holy Spirit teaches me.

Bible Time
Great job! It’s time to visit with Grandpa and Lizzy and see what they can tell us about the Holy Spirit today. Count down with me. 3, 2, 1. Let’s watch the video!
•	Play Bible Lesson Video A.

Wow, friends! It was great to hear the Bible story from Grandpa and Lizzy. Philip listened to the Holy Spirit and got to share God’s love. Isn’t that awesome? (Group response) The Holy Spirit talks to us so that we can follow what God wants us to do. Lizzy showed us how the Holy Spirit teaches us. It’s great to know the Holy Spirit teaches you and me.

Worship
It’s time to worship now. I love to praise God with my hands and feet. One of the ways we can do that is by standing up and getting ready to worship our awesome God.
Praise
We can use our hands to clap. (Group response)
We can wave our arms and say, “Awesome God!” (Group response)
We can jump up and down and say, “Amazing God!” (Group response)
We can stomp our feet and say, “Mighty God!” (Group response)
We can stretch our arms way up high and say, “Praise You, God!” (Group response)
Sing
I just know that God loves it when we worship Him by singing.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two songs. See song suggestions at the beginning of the session.
Prayer
	God, I’m so thankful that Your Holy Spirit helps us and teaches us. We worship You and thank You for all that You have done in our life. Amen.



Bible Time cont’d
And now it’s time to check back in with Lizzy. Do you think we’re going to practice our Faith Verse? (Group response) Let’s find out.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video B.

That was fun to see what Lizzy was making. I’m so glad Lizzy reviewed the Faith Verse with us. One of the things the Holy Spirit teaches us is God’s Word.
Response Time
•	Play a worship song quietly.
The Holy Spirit teaches us how to listen to Him. When the Holy Spirit talks to us, we can’t always hear Him with our ears, but we can feel Him on the inside. It’s very special.
Friends, now think about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit wants to talk to you like a friend talks to you. It takes practice for us to hear the Holy Spirit. Let’s sit quietly and listen to see if the Holy Spirit wants to talk with each of us right now.
•	Sit quietly for about a minute. Then, close in prayer.
•	Optional: Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	Father God, thank You that the Holy Spirit is with me and teaching me. I want to hear from You. I want to listen to You and obey like Philip did. Teach me how to do that more. Amen.



Faith Verse
Now, it’s time for our Faith Verse. Do you remember it? (Group response) How about the actions? (Group response) Let’s say it together.
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
•	Show the Faith Verse Slide.

Galatians (hands at waist, spread apart, palms up and out)
5: (hands together like a clap)
22–23 (hands opened to “book”)
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit (move hands out then back together in a bowl form)
in our lives: (point both thumbs to self)
love, joy, peace, (crisscross hands over heart)
patience, kindness, goodness, (two thumbs up)
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (superhero stance)
You did such an incredible job! It’s not easy to remember all the fruit of the Spirit. I’m so proud of you!
Closing
Today, we learned that the Holy Spirit teaches us. We learned that the Holy Spirit wants to speak to us so that we can learn to follow Him. The Holy Spirit teaches us to hear His voice. We can’t see Him, but He’s always with us.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

That sound means it’s time to practice our Faith Fact one more time: The Holy Spirit teaches me.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Can you touch your toes and whisper it? The Holy Spirit teaches me. Can you stand up and say it? The Holy Spirit teaches me. Can you jump up and shout it? The Holy Spirit teaches me.
Dismissal to Small Groups
Awesome! Let’s get ready to dismiss to our groups. I wonder what kind of fun things we’ll do there.
•	Dismiss the kids by groups.
	
Leader Tip: This can be done by assigning color teams or by age groups. Note that some young preschoolers may not know their age. Using a colored sticker, jersey, or wristband will help separate the kids and help identify their small groups.









Small Group
25 Minutes
See supplies and prep instructions at beginning of session or in each activity below.
	
Leader Tip: Small groups can alternate to each circle, or all groups can do each activity at the same time. If you choose to alternate, you will need at least one leader per circle.



Circle 1
Group Connection
Listen Closely
	You Will Need
	•	Sound Effects Audio, 8 sounds
No prep needed for this activity.



The Holy Spirit teaches us to listen to Him. Philip had to listen carefully to the Holy Spirit’s directions even though Philip couldn’t see Him. Let’s find out how carefully you listen. I’m going to play some sounds that you might recognize. Raise your hand if you think you know what it is, but don’t say anything.
•	Play each of the following sound effects and allow kids to guess.
	•	Sound 1: Dog barking
	•	Sound 2: Kid laughing
	•	Sound 3: Doorbell
	•	Sound 4: Birds
	•	Sound 5: Fire truck siren
	•	Sound 6: Baby crying
	•	Sound 7: Thunder with rain
	•	Sound 8: Snoring
When I played these sounds, did you listen closely to hear what they were? (Group response) Would you be able to hear the sounds if you were talking really loud? (Group response)
•	Optional: Have the kids talk loudly while you play one or two sounds.
We have to be quiet to hear the Holy Spirit. He loves when we listen carefully to Him.
•	During the activity, interrupt and practice the Faith Fact: The Holy Spirit teaches me.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video. Review the Faith Fact even if you can’t play the sound.


Circle 2
Activity Page Time
Bible Story Sequence
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
	•	Bible
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



In our Bible story, Philip had to follow God’s instructions step-by-step. We’ll number these pictures about the Bible story in order. Lizzy and Grandpa told us about what happened in the first three pictures, but not the last one. After we get the first three pictures in order, we can figure out what happened next.
•	Read Acts 8:36–38 to figure out the last picture.
Philip is a great example of listening to the Holy Spirit and following Him. Let’s color the pictures now.
•	Give kids time to color the pictures.

Circle 3
Feet-to-Floor Game Time
Faith Verse Fruit Beanbag Toss
	You Will Need
	•	Feet-to-Floor Game Page
	•	Beanbag
	•	Scissors
Getting Ready
	•	Print the Feet-to-Floor Game Page, one copy per group. Cut apart the words.


Friends, let’s say our Faith Verse together.
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
The Holy Spirit wants us to focus on this fruit in our life. In our game today, we’ll focus on the fruit of the Spirit. Let’s stand in a circle. Then, you’ll take this beanbag and toss it at one of the fruit of the Spirit words.
•	Lay the fruit words on the floor randomly in the middle of the circle.
When the beanbag lands on one of our fruit words, we’ll say the Faith Verse all together. Whoever hits the word gets to decide how we say the verse: quietly, loudly, hopping, spinning, however you want. Then, I’ll pick up the fruit word. We’ll keep playing until all the words are picked up.
•	Continue playing until no fruit words are left on the floor.
•	If time allows, play again.
Great job! That was a fun way to practice our Faith Verse together.

Circle 4
Hands-On Learning
Follow Instructions
	You Will Need
	•	Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Hands-On Learning Page, one per kid.



In our Bible story today, a man named Philip followed some very specific instructions. When he did that, God led him to talk to a man about Jesus. Let’s practice following instructions.
•	Hand out the Hands-On Learning Page and crayons.
What do you see on this page? (Allow responses.) This page has some pieces of the fruit that represent the fruit of the Spirit that we’re learning in our Faith Verse. I’m going to give you instructions. Listen carefully and do exactly what I tell you.
1.	Find the piece of the fruit that says patience. Patience starts with P. It’s with the kiwi. Can you point to it? (Group response) Philip waited by the road with patience, so let’s draw a straight line under it.
2.	Find the piece of the fruit that says love. Love starts with the letter L. Can you point to it? (Group response) In our Bible story, Philip shared Jesus’ love with the Ethiopian leader, so let’s circle it.
3.	Find the piece of the fruit that is blue. Can you point to it? (Group response) The Ethiopian man wanted to be baptized right away to show his new faith in Jesus. This fruit says faithfulness. Can you color the word faithfulness blue, too?
4.	Find the piece of the fruit that says joy. Joy starts with the letter J. Can you point to it? (Group response) In our Bible story, both the Ethiopian leader and Philip were joyful to know Jesus. Color the word joy a happy color.
Dismissal
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

One more time before you leave, can you remind me what the Faith Fact is? The Holy Spirit teaches me. Great job! I had a wonderful time learning more about the Holy Spirit with you. See you next time!
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page and the Hands-On Learning Page with each kid.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
.
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